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The dopamine hypothesis of bipolar affective
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Abstract

Bipolar affective disorder is a common neuropsychiatric disorder. Although its neurobiological
underpinnings are incompletely understood, the dopamine hypothesis has been a key theory of the
pathophysiology of both manic and depressive phases of the illness for over four decades. The
increased use of antidopaminergics in the treatment of this disorder and new in vivo neuroimaging
and post-mortem studies makes it timely to review this theory. To do this, we conducted a systematic
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